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Before the
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

ST3 Docket No. AB-1000 (Sub-No. 2X)

GEORGIA SOUTHWESTERN RAILROAD, INC.
- DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION -

STRB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 344X)

CENTRAL OF GEORGIA RAILROAD COMPANY
- DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION -
IN CHATTAHOOCHEE, MARION AND SCIILEY COUNTIES, GA

JOINT NOTICE OF EXEMI'T DISCONTINUANCE

Central of Georgia Railroad Company (“CGA™) and Georgia Southwestern Railroad, Inc.
(*GSWR™) (CGA and GSWR arc somctimes jointly referred 10 herein as “Applicants™) hereby
invoke the Board’s class exemption procedures al 49 CF R part 1152 subparl FF separately 1o
disconiinuc servicc over n porlion of the roughly 33-mile “Ellaville Linc™ exiending between
milepost 12.0 at or near Ochillee, Chattahoochee County, Georgia, and milepost 45.0 near Ellaville.
Schley County, Georgia (the “Subject Line™) The Subject Line is a portion of a CGA-owned rail
line extending between Ochillee and milepost 61.5 at Americus, Georgia, that is Icased to GSWR.
The last local service over the Subject Line was prior to December 2008, Also, there has been no
overhead service over the Subject Line for at least the past two years. Any potential overhead trafTic
could be transported via other routcs.

The Notices of Exempt Discontinuance arc being filed jointly pursuant to the requircments of”
49 C.F.R. part1152 subpart F. In accordance with such requirements, Applicants hereby statc as
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follows:

1. The exact names of Applicants are Central of Georgla Railroad Company, and
Georgia Southwestern Railroad. Inc.

2. Applicants are common carricrs by railroad subject 10 49 U.S.C. Sublitle IV, chaptia
105.

3 CGA and GSWR have each invoked the Board's class exemption procedures i order
to discontinue service ovel an out-of-scrvice raiiroad line extending between milepost 12.0 at or near
Ochillee, Georgia, and milepost 45.0 near Ellaville, Georgia. The Subject Line passes through
Chatlahoochee, Marion and Schley Counties.

4 A detailed map ol the Subject Line is attached herelo as Exhibit A.

5. The representative of CGA to whom coirespondence should be sent is’

Robert A Wimbish
BAKER & MILLER PLLC
2401 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Suite 300
Washingion, DC 20037
Tel: (202) 663-7824
The representative of GSWR 10 whom correspondence should be sent 1s
Eric M Hocky
THORP REED & ARMSTRONG, LI.P
Onc Commerce Square
2005 Market Strect, Suite 1000
Philadelphia, PA 19103
(215) 640-8500

6. The Subject Linc to be discontinued truverses through United States ZIP Codes

31806. 31803, 31805, and 31905

3.




7. The nolices of exemplion jointly presented herein pertain o CGA's and GSWR's
concurrent proposals Lo disconlinue comimon carrier operations over the Subject Line Accordingly,
tranl use / rail banking and other public use conditions are not appropiiate.’

8. Applicant proposces to consummate the discontinuance on or afler March 20. 2013.

9. CGA and GSWR ceiufy that:

(a) Neither has handled local traflic over the Subject Lime in at least two years.
In addition. neither has handled any overhead traffic over the Subject Line in at least (wo years  Any
potential overhead traffic could be transported via other rail routes

(b)  No formai complaint by a user of ril service on the Subject Line. orastatc or
local government entity actuing on behalf of such uscer, regarding CGA and/or GSWR cessation of
service over the Subject Line either is pending with the Board orany U.S District Court or has been
decided in favor of the complainant within the two-year period

10.  Although no employces of either of the Applicants will be alTected by the proposed
discontinuance. Applicants recognize that then respective discontinuances of service wall be made
subject to the standard employee protective conditions as sct forth in Oregon Short Subject Line
Railroad Co .-- Abandonment -- Goshen. 360 1.C.C. 91 (1979).

1. Because the subject notices of exemplion pertain to disconlinuances of rail service

only. no environmental or historic report is required.?

! See Norfolk Svuthern Rathway Company — Discontinuance of Service Exemption — In St

Joseph and LaPorte Counnies, IN. ST Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 307X) (served Junc 18. 2008);
Everett Railroad Company — Discontinuance of Service Exemption — In Blair County, PA, ST13
Docket No. AB-721X (scrved November 16, 2007); Columbus and Greenville Renlway Company —
Discontinuance of Service Exemption - In Greenwood, MS, STB Dockel No. AB-297 (Sub-No.
103X) (served July 2. 2007).

z See the decisions cited in footnote 1.
1P0160300)
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12.  Applicants cenify that they have complied with the legal (newspaper) nouce
requirements ol 49 C.I.R §1105 11 Notice of the proposed discontinuances was published on
January 16, 2013, in the Columbuys Ledger-Enquirer. A copy ol the proof il publication is attached
as Exhibil B

13 Applicants have complied with the advance notice requircinents ol 49 C.IF R
§1152 50{d)(1). A copy of the noticc dated January 11, 2013, sent to the required goveinmental
agencies is attached hereto as Exhubit C.

For the icasons set forth above, the Board should determine that the proposed
discontinuances of service qualily for the use of the Board’s class exemption procedures at 49 C.F.R
part 1152 subpan F. and 1t should issue the appropriate notice(s).

Respectfully submitted,

ROBERT A. WIMBISH I RIC M. IIOCKY a;

BAKLER & MILLER PLLC THORP REED & ARMSTRONG. LLP
2401 Pennsylvania Ave . NW One Commerce Square

Suite 300 2005 Market Street, Suite 1000
Washington. DC 20037 Philadelphia, PA 19103

Tel: (202) 663-7824 Tel (215) 640-8500

Fax: (202) 663-7849 Fax: (215) 640-8501

Attorneys [or Attorneys lor

Central of Georgia Railroad Company Gcorgia Southwesiern Railroud. Inc.
Dated- January 30, 2013
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VERIFICATION

I hereby verily on behall of Georgia Southweslern Rathoad. Inc, under penalty of
penury, that the foregoing is true and correct.  Further, 1 centily that [ am qualified and
authonzed 10 file this Verilicanion.

Exccuted on January 28, 2013,

A urdsts

Gerald T. Gatces, President

[rors9381}




VERIFICATION

| hereby verify on behalf of Central of Georgia Railroad Company, under penaity of
perjury, that the foregoing 1s true and correct. Furnher. [ certify that | am qualified and
authorized to file this Verification

Executed on January 23, 2013.

(bt ot

Deborah H Butler
Vice-President




CERTIFICATION
STATE OF GEORGIA:
§s:

CITY OF ATLANTA.

R. A. Bartie makes oath and says that he is General Manager Western
Region for Norfolk Southern Railway Company {"NSR"); that the Central of Georgia
Railroad Company (“CGA") line between milepost O - 12 and milepost O - 45 in
Chattahoochee, Marion, and Schley Counties, Georgia, over which service is to be
discontinued, is subject to his supervision and direction; that neither NSR nor CGA has
handled local traffic over the line for at least two years, that neither NSR nor CGA has
handled overhead traffic over the hine for at least two years; and that overhead traffic, if
there were any, could be rerouted over other lines; that no formal complaint against
NSR or CGA filed by a user of rall service on the line or a state or local government
enlity acting on behalf of such user regarding cessation of service over the line either is
pending before the Surface Transportation Board or any U. S. District Court or has been
decided in favor of the complainant within the two-year period.

[ /é,%

R. A. Bartle

Notary Public

My commission expires ’ ‘.
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EXHIBIT A - MAP
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EXHIBIT B - NEWSPAPER NOTICE




CE D Ledner-Enquiver

follow us.

17 W 12" Sireet
Columbus, Georgia 31901

1O Box 711 * Columbus, Georgia 31902-711 « (706) 324-5526 Ex1 248  lcpals@ledger-enquiret com

Baker & Miller, PLLC.
2401 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W,
Washington, D.C 20037

Ad 1D, 2499248
File ~ Joini Notice of Intent 10 Discontinue Rail Service

To whom 1t may concermn

Thus is to certafy the legal advertisement in the above stated case was published in the
Columbus Ledger-Enquircer, Jegal section | time ending 01/16/2013.

c:/%%d ey

Tomeka Grayer, lx:gu!ﬂd Clerk

Swom to and subscribed before me this eI DA?‘E&'—B{‘%M‘TH '.
; AR

/i F.‘.ITS%FGGEE COUNTY

| STATE OF GEORGIA

My Comnussion Expires Apnl 14,2013

Cruidi B°
Notary Public, Muscogce County, GA

e o ———— g p— i —— — —
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EXHIBIT C-10 DAY NOTICES




ATroRNEYs AY LAW siech 1808

1nomp Hand & Anmeirong LY
Ono Conw witce Bm1o

2005 Murkax Supel

Sata 1000

Miladolphvn, PA 19103-7041
215 ga0 B50D

2 5840 8501 Fuy

Eric M. Hochy
Diroci Dl 215 840 8523
Crall enochy@inarpraad onm

Jnnuary 11, 2013

TO  All Agencies on the autached Service Last

RE*  STB Docket No AB-1000 (Sub-No 2X)
Georgia Southwesiern Ralroad, Inc
- Discontinuance of Service Lxemption -
In Chiitaheochee, Manion and Schiey Counties, GA

STI3 Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No, 344X)

Central of Georgia Railrond Company

- Discontinuance of Service Exemption -

In Chattnhoochee, Marion And Schley Counties, GA

Dear Sit or Madam:

This letter 15 being sent 1w you pursuunt 10 the requirements of 49 CF.K.
§1152.50(d), 10 ndvise you that Central of Georgia Railrond Company (“CGA™), owner,
and Georgm Southwestern Ravroad. Ine (“*GSWR?”), lessee/operator. plan 1o jomtly seek
authorirution from the Surface ‘Transporition Roard (*STB™) for their proposed
discontinuances of service over the line of railroad described below, by liling a joint
verified notice of exempiion purstant te the provisions of 49 CI'R P'art 1152 Subpart I’
CGA and GSWR expect 1o file the joint notice of exemption with the STB on or abow
January 29, 2013, under SB Dockel Nos AB-290 (Sub-No 344X) und AB-1000 (Sub-
No 2ZX)

CGA and GSWR will invoke the STB's exemiption procedures 1o discontinue
service of the hime of iaifroad between milepost 12.0 8t or near Ochillee, and milepost
45.0 nem Ellawille, extending through Chattahoochee, Marion and Schiey Counties,
Georgia (the *Lane™). The Linc traverses through United Stites ZIP Codes 31806, 31803,
31805, und 31905 A map of the Lite s enclosed with this letter,

Because these proceedings woukd involve the discontinunnce of common carrier
service and not abandonment of the Line, CGA and GSWR understand that the guestion
af whether the 1ine contnins federally grumed rights-of-way 15 innpplicable, and it the
Lme would not be suited st s time lor alternative pubhic use  Any perinent
documentatiun in the ralroads’ pussession will be made availlable promptly 10 those
requusting it

{PO1EaZ44)




All Agencies on the attached Service List January 11, 2013
Page 2

CGA, the owner of the Line, hus no current plans 10 salvage the truck along the
Linc os u result of discontinuance.

Very truly vours,

iric M, Hogky

Altumey o

Georgin Southwestein Radroad, ne.
Enclosure

EMH/ed

ccl Robert A Wimbish,
Alorney for Central of Georgin Railrond Company

0150244
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ATTORMEYS AT LAW sticy 1098

Thorp Rseid & Armsuong, LLP
Dre Commerce Scuae

2005 Markat birnat

Suto W00

Ph lnclofphia, PA 18103-7041
215 420 B:D0

215 040 8501 Man

4m Sp samampsress  prmmgs 88 GeAMIL 4w v Sme a4 4 e enEEm

Service List

Office of Chicl of Forest Service
lJ S. Depantment of Agricullure
1400 Independence Ave,, SW
Washington, DC 20250-003

Carol L. Comer

Georgia Department of Transportation
Intermodal Programs Division Direclor
600 Wust Peachiree

Room 217

Atlunta, GA 30308

U.S. Depuniment of the Imenior -
Nationat Park Service

RTCA Program

1849 C Street, NW

{Org code 2240)

Washinglon, DC 20240

United States Department of the Army

Mititry Surfirce Deplovinent and Disteibution Comunand
ranspoitation Engineering Agency

ATIN: SDILE-SA (Ruilronds for National Defense)

0% Ward Diive, Building 1990

Scott AFB, 1L 62225-5357
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that on this daie a copy of the foregoing Joint Nolice of Lxempt
Discontinuance was seived on the persons shown on the attached list by first class mail, postage

prepaid

RUAA bl

ROBERT A. WIMBISH

Dated- January 30. 2013

{PO169390}




Service List for
STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 344X)
STB Docket No. AB-1000 (Sub-No. 2X)

Office of Chicl of Forest Scervice
U S. Depariment of Agnculiure
1400 Independence Ave.. SW
Washington. DC 20250-003

Carol 1.. Comer

Georgia Department of Transporiation
Intermodal Programs Division Dircector
600 West Peachtrec

Room 217

Atlania, GA 30308

U S. Department of the Interior -
National Park Service

RTCA Program

1849 C Street, NW

(Org code 2240)

Washington, DC 20240

United States Depariment of the Army

Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command
Transportation Engineering Agency

ATIN: SDTE-SA (Railroads for National Defensc)

709 Ward Drive, Bulding 1990

Scout AFB. IL 62225-5357

{P0169390}




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STH Docket No. AB-1000 (Sub-No. 2X)

GEORGIA SOUTHWESTERN RAILROAD, INC.
- DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION -
IN CHATTAHOOCHEE, MARION AND SCHLEY COUNTIES, GA

STB DOCKET NO. AB-290 (Sub-No. 344X)

CENTRAL OF GEORGIA RAILROAD COMPANY
- DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION -
IN CHATTAHOOCHEE, MARION AND SCIILEY COUNTIES, GA

EXEMPTION NOTICE

DRAFT FEDERAL REGISTER
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION




DLPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Surface Transportation Board
|Docket Nos AB-1000 (Sub-No. 2X) and AB-290 (Sub-No. 344X)]
Georgia Southwestern Railroad, Inc. — Discontinuance ol Service Exemption — In Chattahoochie,
Marion and Schiey Countics. GA, and
Central of Georgia Railroad Company — Discontinuance of Service Exemption - In
Chattahoochie, Marion and Schiey Countics, GA

Georgia Southwestern Raslroad. Ine (GSWR) and Central of Georgia Railroad Company
(CGA) jointly have filed on January 30, 2013, a verified notice of exemption under 49 CF.R

part 1152 subpart F-[Excmpt Abandonments and Discontinuances of Service and Trackagpe

Rights to discontinue service over the roughly 33-mile “Ellaville Line” extending between
milepost 12.0 at or near Ochillee. Chaunahoochee County. Georgia. and milepost 45.0 near
Ellaville, Schley County. Georgia, I'he line truverses United Siates Postal Service Zip Codes
31806, 31803. 31805. and 31905.

GSWR and CGA have certified that: (1) no local traflic has moved over the line for at
least 2 years: (2) there is no overhead trafTic on the line that has been, or would need to be.
rcrouted, (3) no formal complaint liled by a user of rail service on the hine (or by a state or local
government entily acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation ol service over the line
cither is pending with the Surface Transportation 13oard (Board) or with any U.S. Disuict Court
or has been decided in favor of complainant within the 2-year period; and (4) the applicable
requircments at 49 C.F.R. § 1105.12 (newspaper publication). and 49 C.I' R § 1152 50(d)(1)

{nouice lo governmental ageneies) have been met




As a condition to this exemption. any employee adversely affected by the

discontinuances shall be protected under Oregon Short Line Railrond—Abandopment Ponion

Goshen Branch Between Firth & Ammon. in Bingham & Bonneville Counties, [daho. 360 1.C.C.

91 (1979). To address whether this condition adequately protects affected employces. a petition
for pantial revocation under 49 U.S.C. § 10502(d) must be filed.

Provided no formal expression of intent to file an offer of financial assistnce (OI'A) has
been received. these exemptions will be elfeclive on March 20. 201 3, unless stayed pending
reconsideration. Petiiions to stay thut do not involve environmental issucs and formal
expressions of intent 10 file an OFA for continued rail service under 49 C.F R § 1152,27(c)(2)
must he filed by ,2013.' Pettions o reopen must be filed by .2013.
with the Surface T'ransportation Board. 395 I Streel. S.W . Washingion. DC 20423-0001.

A copy ol'any petition filed with the Boaid should be sent 1o GSWR's representative  Enc M.
Hocky. Thorp Reed & Armstrong. LLP. One Commerce Squarc. 2005 Market Sircet. Suite 1000,
Philadelphia. PA 19103. and to CGA’s representative: Robert A, Wimbish, Baker & Miller
PLIL.C. 2401 Pennsylvania Ave.. NW, suite 300, Washington, DC 20037.

If the joint verified notice contains lalse or misleading information. the exemptions are
void ab initio.

Board decisions and notices are available on our website at *“WWW STB.DOT GOV =

Decided:

By the Board. Ruchel D. Campbell. Director. OfTice of Procecdings.

' Each OFA must be accompanicd by the filing fee, which 1s currenily set at $1.500. Scc 49
C.F.R § 1002 2(£)(25). Because these are discontinuance proccedings and not abandonments.
trunl use/rail banking and public use conditions are not appropriate.  Likewise. no environmental
or historical documentation is required here under 49 CFR 1105 6(c) and 1105.8(b). respectively
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